West Michigan Conservation Network 2020 & 2021
MISSION STATEMENT

The West Michigan Conservation Network is an effective, diverse, and sustainable partnership of environmental groups, educational
institutions, governmental organizations, and private citizens working to conserve and enhance our natural communities through
ecosystem restoration and public education.

The West Michigan Conservation Network (WMCN) was formalized in
2016 as a way to provide an all-encompassing structure reflective of the
full organizational body of work. Under this new organization, there are
three subcommittees; Habitat Restoration & Management, Learning &
Engagement, and Structure & Function. Together, these three committees
help address conservation issues in West Michigan
HABITAT RESTORATION & MANAGEMENT SUBCOMMITTEE
During the 2020 and 2021 field seasons, the Habitat Restoration & Management
Subcommittee continued to advance invasive species management in West
Michigan. Three Strike Teams and one Hemlock Woolly Adelgid Crew were
employed throughout the region to survey and treat invasive species.
The Strike Teams work to address a variety of invasive plants on both public and
private properties. In 2020, the Strike Teams were able to still provide treatments
despite the pandemic and funding disruptions. During the 2021 field season, the
Strike Teams were able to treat over 440 acres of infestations.

WMCN ACCOMPLISHMENTS

STRIKE TEAMS
1,423 - Sites Surveyed & Treated
732 - Acres Treated
HWA CREW
55,933 - Trees Surveyed
2,311 - Acres Surveyed
44,504 - Trees Treated
2,247 - Acres Treated

The HWA Crew increased in size in 2021 from four to five individuals, allowing
the crew to treat a record number of 24,996 trees in one season. The Technicians
spend the winter months surveying and collecting data in preparation for the
summer treatment season.

EDUCATION, OUTREACH, &
GRANTS
24 - Outreach Activities
150 - WMCN Partner Events
5 - Grants Awarded
6 - Grants Completed

SUBCOMMITTEE CONTACTS
We encourage everyone to join our subcommittees.
Please contact the committee leads with questions.
Habitat Restoration and Management
Keely Dunham: keely.dunham-adkins@macd.org
Learning and Engagement
Melanie Manion: mmanion@miottawa.org
Structure and Function
Jessie Schulte: jessie.schulte@macd.org

Visit our website at https://wmconservation.net

West Michigan Conservation Network 2020 & 2021
LEARNING & ENGAGEMENT SUBCOMMITTEE
During 2020, several hikes were offered during the summer as a
safe option for group gathering. Several dozen participants
hiked Stearns Creek Park to discuss oak savanna restoration,
including land managers, property owners, and volunteers. The
annual Fall Feature continued, albeit virtual. Shaun Howard of
The Nature Conservancy (TNC) spoke about TNC’s resilient
land management tool that is helping conservation
organizations select the properties needing protection to
mitigate the effects of climate change.
In 2021, five WMCN partners stepped up to provide
educational opportunities to the general public and other
partners including: a program on emerging invasive species,
training on MISIN in the field, streambank stabilization
utilizing live stakes, a garlic mustard pull at Aman Park and the
first WMCN bioblitz. At the 2021 Fall Feature, Marne
Titchenell, from Ohio State University, spoke about the
conservation issues effecting bats in the Midwest. This
informative program offered great recommendations to help
conserve bats in West Michigan.

STRUCTURE AND FUNCTION SUBCOMMITTEE
In 2021, the WMCN Steering Committee expanded with
several new members including representation from
(WMEAC, Montcalm, Newaygo, Cardno, Oceana, Master
Gardeners, LGROW, WildOnes, Cornerstone University).
In 2022 we will work to update the strategic management
plan to increase transparency and inclusivity, host an
outdoor annual meeting and celebrate our collective
efforts.
For updates on the WMCN, events, and other
information, please visit the WMCN website.

NEW FOR 2020 & 2021
The West Michigan CISMA is excited to partner with the
United States Forest Service through the Great Lakes
Restoration Initiative program to provide survey and
treatment for Phragmites on the Macatawa River, Kalamazoo
River, Grand River, Muskegon River, and Pentwater River.
Surveys began in the fall of 2021 and treatments will occur
during the fall of 2022.
The West Michigan CISMA has been partnering with the
North Country CISMA to increase capacity for HWA survey
and treatments. This partnership will allow for more
hemlocks to be protected in West Michigan.

THE FUTURE
The West Michigan CISMA is excited to continue
invasive species survey and management into 2022.
Strike Teams will continue to serve the local residents of
West Michigan out of the Kent, Muskegon, and Ottawa
Conservation Districts.
If you have any questions or would like to partner with
the WMCN, please do not hesitate to reach out to us.
https://wmconservation.net/
WMConservationNetwork@gmail.com
We look forward to working with you in 2022!

Like us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/WMCISMA

