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MISSION STATEMENT
The West Michigan Conservation Network is an effective, diverse, and sustainable partnership of environmental groups, educational
institutions, governmental organizations, and private citizens working to conserve and enhance our natural communities through
ecosystem restoration and public education.

T

he West Michigan Conservation Network (WMCN) was formalized in
2016 as a way to provide an all-encompassing structure reflective of the
full organizational body of work. Under this new organization, there are
three subcommittees; Restoration & Management, Learning &
Engagement, and Structure & Function. Together, these three committees
help address conservation issues in West Michigan
RESTORATION & MANAGEMENT SUBCOMMITTEE
The Restoration & Management Subcommittee has continued to advance
invasive species management in West Michigan. Three Strike Teams and
one Hemlock Woolly Adelgid (HWA) Crew were employed throughout
the region to survey and treat for early detection species. In total, crews
spent time addressing seven Michigan Watch-List species, including three
terrestrial, three aquatic, and one forest pest.
Strike Teams spent the summer working on both public and private land to
treat high priority invasive plants. An emphasis has been placed on
infestations with a high probability of spread in an effort to limit
movement. One highlight of this season’s work was collaborating with
staff from the State of Michigan in response to two new European frog-bit
infestations in both the Grand River and Pentwater Lake.
The HWA Crew added to the capacity to do treatments this year. Crews
were able to treat nearly 20,000 trees and protect over 700 acres in Oceana
County at the northernmost known extent of HWA. By adding treatment
capacity, the HWA Crew is better able to serve the region and manage this
species.

WMCN ACCOMPLISHMENTS
STRIKE TEAMS
937 – Infestations Surveyed & Treated
845 – Acres Treated
1,764 – Pounds of Plants Removed
HWA CREW
19,867 – Trees Surveyed
988 – Acres Surveyed
124,399 – Inches Surveyed
20,675 – Trees Treated
709 – Acres Treated
144,573 – Inches Treated
EDUCATION, OUTREACH, & GRANTS
38 – Outreach Activities
1,403 – Event Participants
3 – Partner Meetings
3 – Grants Awarded

Subcommittee Contacts
If you are interested in getting more involved,
please contact the committee leads with questions.
Restoration and Management
Drew Rayner: drew.rayner@macd.org
Learning and Engagement
Melanie Manion: mmanion@miottawa.org

Visit our website at https://wmconservation.net
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LEARNING & ENGAGEMENT SUBCOMMITTEE
2019 was a successful years of outreach events for the
Learning & Engagement Subcommittee. In total, four
opportunities were held for partners and members of the
public to learn about hot topic issues within our region.
Topics included safe and effective use of pesticides to
manage invasive species, understanding Ottawa County's
water limits, and touring a newly installed native garden
project on a partner’s property. The impacts of these
training events are multiplied when partners take this
information back to their organizations. This information
can be then passed along to additional staff and members
of the public. The Fall Feature in 2019, Understanding
Ottawa County’s Water Limits, was particularly exciting
as it was attended by many students who are pursuing
careers in the natural resources field. We hope to help
educate and inspire these students as they work towards
their college degrees. THANK YOU to all our guest
speakers and partners for making 2019 a great year!
We look forward to continuing educational opportunities
and growth for our organization in 2020.

NEW FOR 2019
The West Michigan CISMA is excited to continue to work
with State of Michigan staff on the treatment of European
frog-bit within the region. In response to two new
detections of this species, a grant was awarded to the
CISMA for additional survey and treatment work within
the region. We look forward to the continued partnership
with the Michigan Department of Environment, Great
Lakes, and Energy on the management of European frogbit in our region.

STRUCTURE & FUNCTION SUBCOMMITTEE

THE FUTURE

The Structure and Function Subcommittee continued to
complete the tasks outlined in the strategic plan. This work
included reviewing and updating the strategic plan, planning partner meetings, and assisting with the management
of the West Michigan Conservation Network’s website.

The West Michigan CISMA is excited to continue
invasive species survey and management into 2020.
Strike Teams will continue to serve the local residents of
West Michigan out of the Kent, Muskegon, and Ottawa
Conservation Districts.
If you have any questions or would like to partner with
the West Michigan CISMA, please do not hesitate to
reach out to us.

https://wmconservation.net/
WMConservationNetwork@gmail.com
We look forward to working with you in 2020!

Like us on Facebook at www.Facebook.com/WMCISMA

